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One should blush to rehearse such truisms, if they were not
challenged by such formidable powers. It is plain to the dispas-
sionate observer that "Germany" is essentially a language and
culture group; secondarily, and only for the last three quarters
of a century, a national state; never, in any intelligible sense of
the term, a race. That some "Germans" should acknowledge
Bern instead of Berlin as their capital is no hardship at all 5 that
Lessing's Nat/mn the Wise, a great lesson in tolerance, should
cease to be a German classic; that Heinrich Heine should be
exiled from the Germany of the spirit: these are humiliations
and mutilations that no foreign victor could impose.

These words must make it plain that we have no thought of
minimizing the language factor. Even more emphatically than
in the case of nationality-, we recognize its existence and its im-
mense power. Linguistic boundaries, we must repeat, are far
more real and far more difficult to overcome than the most bris-
tling military frontiers. Radio waves ignore formidable Maginot
lines; but no radio has yet been devised with the Pentecostal
gift of tongues. Our only contention is that language is not
race. Language is an instrument of culture, and culture is greater
than its instrument. Race divides, language divides, on totally
different lines j culture unites. It creates a free commonwealth
of the spirit, superior to any one of its provinces.

Brushing aside the confusion between nationality, language
and race does not destroy the validity of any of the three.
There are nations, there are languages, there are races. In
reaction against the excesses of the racialists, it is sometimes
asserted that race is a myth: yet race is a fact, among human
beings as among animals. There are freaks in nature; but nor-
mally, out of a long, unmixed line of Chinese ancestors, you
do not expect a child with Negroid or Scandinavian charac-
teristics. There is a science of genetics: a science still in the
making. It will be full-fledged when, like the other sciences,
it considers every one of its assertions as a working hypothesis
to be checked by observation and experimentation, not as a
dogma to be enforced. In its popular, political and journalistic